In 2005, The Pilion Cave Project was established as a collaborative initiative between The Danish Institute at Athens and The Ephorate Palaeoanthropology & Speleology at Northern Greece under the Greek Ministry of Culture. From the Danish part the project is directed by Ph.d. Niels H. Andreasen. The aim of the project is to explore the economic, functional, historical, and spiritual use and meaning of caves from mainly the Byzantine and Ottoman periods until the present. Pastoral activities in caves and aspects of local or even regional history, knowledge, and folklore are seldom recorded systematically. Although traces and first-hand knowledge of cave uses are rapidly disappearing with the economic transformation of Greek society, caves are still potentially valuable indicators of changes in local and regional economies and pastoral organisation. A specific goal of the project is to investigate the archaeological consequences of activities in and around caves. This provides a possibility to evaluate archaeologically how to interpret and explain pastoral and other activities and their archaeological signatures. 

The applied methodology includes archaeological survey, systematic collection of artefacts from the cave floors, local history research, and interviews with local informers. The investigations on the Pilion Mountain in 2006 and 2007 located 115 caves and rockshelters and gathered a rich ethnographic material. Based on the data from the last two field seasons a model is being constructed to show how changes in rural economy and increasing industrialisation in combination with social changes and significant historic events trigger particular responses in cave use. 

The survey project is funded by The Institute of Aegean Prehistory, The Costopoulos Foundation, Queen Margrethe II Archaeological Foundation, and The Augustinus Foundation.
